1. COMMENTS G9 POSSIBLE AGREEMENT HETWEEN ERITAIN AND CERMANT 


2. INFORMATION 8 GEQMAN AND EEITTSN AIR STRENGTH SUPPLIED TO SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR 
(1940) 


Noi Jah 18th July 40 


[36 groups missed][a] 


im [b) the government and [CX elements] have reported that the British are 
preparing the ground for a possible agreement with Germany. Today a TIMES 
leading article says thet from an historical paint of view HITLER has made 
progress in the unification of Eurepe and Britain is asking a mistake if she 
ests herself the task of restoring the old order and status quo in Europe 
and at heme. GREENWOOD [i] stated to the MASTER of the METRO [KhOzYaIN 
METRO) [44] that the cause of this agreement was the Aduiralty"s statement 
that she [o] could not put up any eppesition to Japan at present. There 
was no (C% reason] why Britain [BX should] not wish to have consultations 
with us and SAfhs [4441] on this question. 


2. The Secretary of State far Air [MIMISTR AVIATsII) SINCLAIR [iv] 
gave the MASTER af the METRO the following information: 


Not «a single aerodrome bas been knooked out nor has a cingle m jor 
military objective been destroyed as a result of all] the German air-reids in 
Jaly. Aoquaintanse with captured Germin fighter pilcts and a study af shot- 
down matériel] show that the Germans are at present using second-rate and 
very young fighter pilets against Britain. ‘They have no coed British maps 
or photographs of bombing targets. Thay are using photographs of targets 
which were used earlier for recommaissance of the factories. He [1 group 
garbled)(1 group unidentified] that the Germans had lest 104 aircraft in 
Joly against the British 26. This difference in losses is said to be 
attribytable to the better training of the British pilots and the fact that 
the British fighters are more maddeuvrable than the NESSERSCHNITTS. The 


(cont. overleaf 


zi 


be you . 


British are working om o fighter arsed with scamons, SINCLAITE comsiders that 
the Germans have 5,000-6,000 first-line aireraft and up to 14,000 in reserve; 
the first lines is being comstamtly reinforsed. Us omsaiders that the British 
will setsh ep thes Commens is aiveraft predestion is thrwe sarths. 


cieten [mman)(v], ty the way, hes reported that the British are 
mew prodening 1,200 aireraft « ecxth. Asoerting to information is ths press 
the Germans are prodecing 60 airereft per day. 


Bo, ***(a] mech [vi] 


Betes: [a] The adéresses and internal serial momber are probably among the 
groupe aissed. 


[>) Or "to". 
[eo] "She" presumably refers to Britain, 


Comments: “ (1] GREENWOOD: arthur GREENWOOD, then Minister without 
Portfolia. 


* (44) MASTER of the METEO: the Soviet Aniussader. 


(454) samks the United States. For an exzplamtion of this 
eoverwerd see LOND", Eo. 776 of 11th September 1940 
(3/Prae/An 2). 

~ (ar) SIRCLAm: fir Archkibalé EIUCUR. 


/ (v) / simi: An@ré LARAETER, Direstor-Ceneml of Preach 
Aressent and Sclectific Research at General DE GAULLE's 
Headquarters till September 1940. See also LONDGN's Fes. 
Thi of Oth July 1940 (3/MER/T775), 776 of 17th July 1940, 
TH of 2th July 1940, 798 of 22nd July 1%0, 807 of 2th 
July 190, 865 af 10th August 19,0, 967 of Gth Septenber 
1940, 1056 ef 25rd September 1940 and 2151 of 6th August 
1944 (3B ATT). 

(vi) BaRCh: Possibly Simon Davidovich EXER, whose official 
post wus Secretary to the Goviet Military Attaché in 
LONDON. He was appointed in 1957 and is thought to have 
left sceetine in 1946. The covername BARCh occurs as « 
LONDON addressee and signatory between 3rfi March 1940 and 
10th October 1940, after which it is superseded by the 
oomermae ERI, 
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